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JAPAN’S PRODUCT PLAN

Nissan’s big 3 for
mpg: Aerodynamics,
friction, weight loss
Redone Altima is first result of broad push
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ASHVILLE — Infiniti’s product plans
for the next few years will be dominated
by the introduction of new powertrains

in electric, hybrid and plug-in hybrid models.
The luxury brand also will redesign its

biggest-volume product, the G sedan.
Infiniti’s current mission is to diversify its rel-

atively small portfolio, with some help from
Nissan Motor Co.’s expanding global technolo-
gy and product-sharing deal with Daimler. At
the same time, Infiniti is fanning the flame for
higher-volume global products, such as the
2013 JX crossover.

Prior to the production startup of the JX this
year in Tennessee, every Infiniti was built in
Japan. But in April, Nissan CEO Carlos Ghosn
said he intends to move Infiniti production out
of Japan because of the strong yen. It’s not

clear how that might alter future models.
While relocating factory lines and supply

chains can take two years or more, the plan —

Lindsay Chappell
lchappell@crain.com

ASHVILLE — The push for fuel
economy leadership will influ-
ence heavily the look and perfor-

mance of Nissan’s new products for the
next three years. The effort will be fo-
cused on three primary areas: cutting ve-
hicle weight, improving aerodynamics
and reducing friction in the engine and
transmission.

Those three priorities already can be
seen in the 2013 Altima, which went on
sale in June with 20 percent better fuel
economy than the outgoing model. They
have also shaped the upcoming Sentra
compact, Pathfinder SUV, Versa hatch-
back and Rogue crossover.

The friction-reduction directive has
Nissan more focused on improving exist-
ing powertrains rather than plunging in-
to new engine programs. But Nissan also
has developed new engines that will see
greater use in the North American market
in the coming product cycle. 

Chief among them: Nissan’s in-house
developed hybrid drive, which has yet to
debut in a U.S. Nissan vehicle, and
turbocharged direct-injection
engines that have been used

only in the Juke so far.
Here is a rundown of Nissan product

plans for the 2013 through 2015 model
years.

Sentra: Nissan will launch a new gener-
ation of its compact sedan for 2013, ap-
pearing late this year with a more Altima-
like design. The outgoing model was per-
ceived to have too radical a design for the
mass-appeal segment. Nissan now hopes
to move the car into the sweet spot in
which the Toyota Corolla and Honda
Civic thrive, typically at three times the
Sentra’s volume. 

Pathfinder: A redesigned Pathfinder will
arrive in mid-fall, moving from a body-
on-frame truck to a unibody construc-
tion it will share with the Infiniti JX. Al-
though still two months from reaching
showrooms, the next Pathfinder already
is being touted as having the highest fuel
efficiency of the mid-sized crossover seg-
ment, claiming 20 mpg city/26 mpg high-

Nissan, Infiniti Mazda plan major rollouts in next 3 model years
apanese brands vary widely in their plans for the
next three model years.

Nissan is barreling ahead in its quest to crack the
top ranks of U.S. sales leaders. Key near-term vehicles
are the redesigned Sentra compact, Pathfinder mid-
sized crossover and Versa subcompact hatchback for
the 2013 model year, followed by the redesigned 2014
Rogue crossover.

For Nissan’s luxury-brand cousin, Infiniti, the biggest
news will come in the 2014 model year, when it will
launch an electric vehicle, the LE, with the same plat-

form and drivetrain used by the Nissan Leaf; a re-
designed G series rear-wheel-drive sedan; and a re-
freshed Infiniti M flagship sedan.

Like Nissan, Mazda will focus on its volume products:
a redesigned Mazda6 mid-sized car early next year, fol-
lowed by a redesigned Mazda3 compact, possibly later
next year. Both will be 2014 models. This year Mazda
rolled out the CX-5 compact crossover.

Other brands have less going on. Suzuki freshens the
SX4 subcompact and Grand Vitara SUV for the 2013
model year, then has no activity planned for the 2014

model year. Mitsubishi, meanwhile, freshens the Out-
lander Sport compact crossover for the 2013 model year
and restyles its Outlander crossover for the 2014 model
year.

Subaru is adding the XV Crosstrek compact crossover
this fall but still has holes to fill in its lineup. For in-
stance, it could use a new SUV to succeed the slow-sell-
ing Tribeca.

But things are happening at Subaru. Within the next
two years it will redesign the Forester crossover and the
WRX and STI performance versions of the Impreza.c
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Nissan Sentra redesign                    Rogue redesign               Titan redesign
Pathfinder redesign               Frontier reskin                 Armada redesign
Versa hatchback                   Xterra reskin                   370Z redesign

redesign                             Juke freshen                   Possible “Mini Z” debut
Murano redesign
Maxima redesign

Infiniti Electric LE debut             Hybrid small car debut
G redesign
M freshen

Mazda CX-5 debut                             Mazda3 redesign            Mazda2 redesign?
CX-9 freshen Mazda6 redesign            Mazda5 freshen

MX-5 Miata redesign?
CX-9 redesign possible

Mitsubishi Outlander Sport freshen       Outlander restyle           i freshen
Lancer restyle, re-engineer?
Mirage debut? 
Outlander plug-in debut

Suzuki SX4 freshen                                                                   Kizashi restyle
Grand Vitara freshen                                                     SX4 redesign

Grand Vitara redesign?

Subaru BRZ debut                              BRZ convertible?            Legacy/Outback freshen
XV Crosstrek debut               Forester redesign

Impreza freshen 
(or 2015)

WRX/STI redesign
Plug-in hybrid debut

J

The 2013 Nissan 370Z, above, will be redesigned in 2014 and will get smaller.

G sedan redesign, hybrids,
EVs top Infiniti’s to-do list

see NISSAN, Page 20

The 2013 Altima is the first
model to illustrate Nissan’s
three-pronged push for mpg.
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The Emerge-E concept’s powertrain will be
used in a new model, but details are uncertain.

see INFINITI, Page 20


