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PA R T 9: E X O T I C S What do the terms mean?
● Freshen: Minor changes to interior and exterior, such as new
grille, fascia, front and rear lights or seat surfaces.

● Re-engineering: Significant engineering changes, such as
revised powertrain, chassis, suspension, center stack or interior.
Often includes some new sheet metal.

● Redesign: New platform, powertrain, interior and sheet
metal. Engine and transmission could be carried over.

● New: A nameplate added to lineup.

2015 2016
Ferrari

Lamborghini

Maserati

LaFerrari debut

Aventador LP700-4 debut

Quattroporte redesign
Ghibli sedan debut

458 Italia freshen
458 Speciale debut

Gallardo redesign

California redesign

Levante SUV debut?
GranSport Coupe debut?

458 Spider freshen?
FF freshen?

GranTurismo
redesign?

Expect the unexpected from 3 exotics
hree exotic brands — Ferrari, Maser-
ati and Lamborghini — are finding

contemporary ways to express their
striking heritage.

Lamborghini is waiting for approval from
corporate parent Volkswagen Group to build
a crossover. This year, Ferrari will start sell-

ing a hybrid, the LaFerrari, equipped with a
161-hp electric motor and a 789-hp V-12.

Meanwhile, Maserati’s first SUV is tenta-
tively scheduled for 2015.

Following are the three brands’ product
plans for the next few years, according to
company and industry sources. a
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aserati’s redesigned Quat-
troporte flagship sedan and
new Ghibli mid-sized sedan
are the beginning of Fiat-

Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne’s am-
bitious plan to reinvigorate the brand.

Marchionne aims to sell as many as
50,000 Maseratis globally in 2015 from
6,288 units last year. 

The Quattroporte, which debuted in
January at the Detroit auto show, and
the Ghibli, unveiled in April at the
Shanghai auto show, will account for
more than half of the 50,000 planned
sales.

The next 18 months will be quiet for
Maserati, which plans to begin the sec-
ond phase of its model offensive in late
2015, starting with a large SUV and a
high-performance, two-seat coupe.

Here are Maserati’s plans for the next

three years.
Quattroporte: U.S. sales of the re-

designed Quattroporte began last month
starting at $106,900, including shipping
and the gas-guzzler tax, for the V-6 model.
At 207 inches, the new flagship is 6 inches
longer than the previous Quattroporte
and 11 inches longer than the Ghibli.

The range-topping, rear-wheel-
drive GTS has a 523-hp, 3.8-liter
V-8 engine. The Quat-
troporte S Q4 offers a
new

404-hp, 3.0-liter V-6 engine coupled with
all-wheel drive.

All Quattroporte models have twin tur-
bo engines with direct injection de-
signed by Maserati and built by Ferrari,
coupled with ZF Friedrichshafen’s eight-

speed automatic transmission.
Maserati aims for about 10,000 annual

global sales of the redesigned Quattro-
porte, nearly twice the previous ver-
sion’s 5,088-unit peak in 2007.

Ghibli: The Ghibli’s U.S. sales will begin
in the fourth quarter. The sedan

shares its platform with the
larger Quattroporte, but

the Ghibli’s wheelbase
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amborghini is expected to enter the $250,000-
plus crossover segment with the Urus in 2017.

The vehicle would share a Volkswagen
Group platform and target the U.S. and

Chinese markets.
Lamborghini had considered a four-seat car but

apparently has chosen a crossover based on vol-
ume projections.

Gallardo: A concept version of the redesigned
sports car is being shown at the Frankfurt auto
show this month. The production version, which
will go on sale early next year, is expected to share
an architecture with the new-generation Audi R8.

Aventador LP700-4: A roadster version of the

carbon fiber supercar debuts in the fall.
Venenos: Three copies of the $3.9 million

offshoot of the Aventador are being built
this year in celebration of Lamborghini’s
50th anniversary. The mid-mounted
V-12 engine produces 750 hp. The
Veneno goes from 0 to 60 mph in 2.8
seconds and has a top speed of 221
mph. All three cars will be delivered
by this fall.

Crossover: Lamborghini is awaiting
approval of a vehicle based on the Urus
concept. Production would begin in 2017,
using the VW Group large crossover platform that
will underpin the next-generation Audi Q7 and
Porsche Cayenne.c
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Luca Ciferri, Europe Editor for Automotive News,
has been covering the auto industry from Turin,
Italy, since 1988. Veteran reporter Diana T.
Kurylko has covered European import brands for
many years.

The Lamborghini Aventador LP700-4, a roadster 
version of the carbon fiber supercar, debuts in the fall.

Lambo expected to roll out Urus superluxury crossover

see MASERATI, 
next page

The Maserati Ghibli’s U.S. sales 
are to begin in the fourth quarter.

LaFerrari
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