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VW Golf family freshen
Tiguan redesign

Jetta redesign Arteon sedan debut Passat redesign
Two-row Atlas debut

Compact crossover EV 
debut

Atlas freshen
Golf family redesign

Sedan EV debut

Audi TT RS redesign RS 5 Coupe debut A8 redesign
Q8 debut

E-tron EV crossover 
debut

Q3 redesign
TT/TTS/TT RS freshen

A3 redesign
A4 freshen
A5 freshen
A6 redesign
A7 redesign
Q7 freshen

R8 freshen
Q5 freshen

pipelinefuture product
TRACK CHANGES TO TOMORROW’S CARS:
Bookmark autonews.com/futureproduct to stay
updated on automakers’ product portfolios.

VOLKSWAGEN      AUD I

l Freshen: Minor changes to
interior and exterior, such as
new grille, fascia, front and  
rear lights or seat surfaces

l Re-engineering: Significant engineering
changes, such as revised powertrain,
chassis, suspension, center stack or interior.
Often includes some new sheet metal.

l Redesign: New platform,
powertrain, interior and sheet  
metal. Engine and transmission 
could be carried over.

l New: A nameplate
added to the lineup

WHAT DO THE
TERMS MEAN?
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olkswagen Group’s plan to 
introduce 30 new electric ve-

hicles by 2025 — accounting 
for a quarter of its global sales 

by that time — is in progress, though at 
different speeds at its Volkswagen and 
Audi brands.

The global electrification strategy, 
which uses as many as three new EV 
platforms, will take place alongside 
the normal cadence of redesigns and 
freshenings of existing models. It also 
comes with its own risks, given cur-
rent limited market acceptance for 
electrified vehicles.

VW dealers will have to be patient: 

The first of a trio of new EVs — which 
will be similar to the I.D. Crozz con-
cept — won’t make it to the U.S. until at 
least 2020. The electrified version of 
the I.D. Buzz minivan concept first 
shown at the 2017 Detroit auto show  
won’t hit U.S. dealerships before 2022. 
In the meantime, VW will rework its 
gasoline-powered lineup, starting with 

the Golf family and then its sedans.
Electrification will come faster at 

Audi amid the brand’s aggressive 
lineup revamp. Audi also is leading 
the groupwide experimentation of 
autonomous driving, beginning with 
the 2018 A8. Audi dealers in the U.S. 
will see three more electrified models 
in their showrooms before 2020. a
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ith the new Atlas and three-
row Tiguan crossovers in 

dealerships, Volkswagen will 
turn next to updating its core 

fleet of sedans for U.S. consumers. VW al-
so is preparing to launch its first electric 
vehicle in the U.S. in 2020.

North America head Hinrich Woebcken 
is giving North American dealers a bigger 
say in determining the product lineup. 
But with that added influence 
comes increased pres-
sure for VW to 

become a bigger player in this region.
Beetle: The car won’t be redesigned on-

to the group’s MQB platform as had been 
planned. How long it lives will largely de-
pend on demand, which has been espe-
cially weak in the wake of the diesel emis-
sions scandal. The current design with a 
gasoline engine can remain compliant 
with fuel economy and emissions stan-

dards until 2020.
Golf: The Golf family will receive a signif-

icant freshening this year for the 2018 
model year. The e-Golf EV will be the first 
model with the new exterior design treat-
ment, and will have its battery range raised 
to about 125 miles from 85 miles. A rede-
sign of the Golf has been moved up a year 
to 2020.

Jetta: VW’s top-selling nameplate will 
be redesigned during the first half of 

2018, moving onto the modular 
MQB platform. The power-

train lineup will be 
streamlined, dropping the 1.8-liter turbo 

while retaining the 2.0-liter turbo and 
new 1.4-liter turbo four-cylinder 

engines. The redesigned Jetta 
will make its global debut 

at the 2018 Detroit auto 
show.

Passat: After debate 
about what to do with the 
divergent Passats — VW 
makes one size for North 
America and China and  

At VW, the subject turns to sedans

TIMELINE

Brand plans to launch its first EV in U.S. in ’20Larry P. Vellequette
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Volkswagen’s Arteon 
midsize sedan is to 
arrive in 2018.

The I.D. Buzz concept will inspire a VW EV.

see VW, Page 44

Audi Q8  
concept

2018
Volkswagen

Tiguan


