
Chrysler will import the ZF transmis-
sion from Germany until U.S. pro-
duction of the transmission begins in
2013 in Kokomo, Ind. 

A 6.4-liter version of the Hemi en-
gine is said to be in the works for 2011
SRT8 versions of the 300 and Dodge
Charger.

Mid-sized crossover: Veltri’s presen-
tation last November included a mid-
sized crossover scheduled to arrive in
North America in 2013. Little has been
released about the vehicle, which also
will be exported to Europe as a Lancia.
The company is calling this Chrysler
vehicle a CUV — a “crossover utility
vehicle” — the same definition it uses
for the larger Dodge Durango replace-

ment due in 2011.
Town & Country:

The brand’s biggest
seller is scheduled for
what Chrysler calls a

“major modification” in November
for the 2011 model year. The Town &
Country minivan will get the new
Pentastar V-6 engine, which will re-
place three V-6s. The front end will be
re-engineered to comply with Euro-
pean pedestrian safety requirements
and to differentiate it further from the
Dodge Grand Caravan. 

The interior will be altered signifi-
cantly. Stow ’n Go and Swivel ’n Go
seats will still be offered. A Chrysler of-
ficial says the re-engineering is so ex-
tensive that some in the company are
thinking of it as a new model. A re-
design is set for 2014. c

Luca Ciferri contributed to this report
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JEEP
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Chrysler Group’s product renais-
sance is a drama in two acts.

First, the company is breath-
ing new life into its existing lineup.
Highlights include the redesigned
2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee, which the
automaker started shipping to deal-
erships in early July, and the re-engi-
neered and restyled Chrysler 300 and
Dodge Charger rear-drive sedans,
both coming in the first quarter of
2011. 

Altogether, Chrysler says it is revis-
ing 16 vehicles starting this year.
Most were in the pipeline before the
automaker emerged from bankrupt-
cy under Fiat management in June
2009.

The critical second phase starts at
the end of this year when the Fiat 500
minicar arrives, followed by a wave of
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Ram vehi-
cles based on Fiat platforms. 

Chrysler’s strength lies in large cars,
pickups, minivans and Jeeps. CEO Ser-
gio Marchionne has said those vehicles
will remain the core of Chrysler’s busi-
ness. But the company’s complete re-
vival depends largely on smaller, more

fuel-efficient Fiat-based vehicles.
The Grand Cherokee was the first

vehicle to get Chrysler’s Pentastar V-
6 engine, developed before Fiat as-
sumed management control. Even-
tually, the Pentastar engine family
will replace seven V-6 engines in

Chrysler vehicles, dramatically sim-
plifying the powertrain picture. 

The Fiat 500 will be the first North
American car in the Chrysler-Fiat sta-
ble to get the 1.4-liter FIRE engine.
The engine comes with MultiAir, a
system that boosts fuel economy and
performance.

MultiAir eventually can be de-
ployed across most of Chrysler’s en-
gine families, including the 1.8-, 2.0-
and 2.4-liter four-cylinder engines
produced in Dundee, Mich.

A dual-clutch transmission devel-
oped by Fiat will boost fuel efficien-
cy in Chrysler’s front-drive vehicles.
A new eight-speed automatic, devel-
oped by ZF Friedrichshafen AG, will
help make Chrysler’s rear-drive cars
and SUVs more efficient and re-
fined.

With Fiat’s Compact and slightly
wider Compact Wide platforms and
new powertrains, Chrysler at last
should have competitive small and
mid-sized vehicles. 

On this page and Page 18 is a sum-
mary of Chrysler Group product
plans for the 2011-13 model years,
according to company and industry
sources.c
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Glossary
What do the terms mean? 

� Freshened: Sheet metal
untouched. Vehicle may get new
grille, fascia, headlight and
taillight modules. 

� Reskinned: Minor changes to
sheet metal, such as hood,
front and rear fenders.

� Restyled: Extensive changes to
exterior and interior. 

� Re-engineered: Platform and
major components reworked to
improve fuel economy, ride,
handling, brakes, steering, safety
or other items. The changes may
include a new engine.

� Redesigned: New platform,
interior and exterior, but engine
and transmission could be
carried over.

CHRYSLER GROUP                    FUTURE PRODUCTCHRYSLER AND FIAT GROUPS  

Chrysler’s product plan:
Tweaks, then tidal wave

More future product stories on the Web: 

� Alfa Romeo: autonews.com/alfafuture

� Ferrari: autonews.com/ferrarifuture

� Maserati: autonews.com/maseratifuture
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Over the next four years, the
Chrysler brand will join forces with
Fiat’s Lancia near-premium brand. 

The two will share platforms, with
Chrysler contributing minivans, mid-
sized crossovers and large, rear-drive
sedans. Compact and mid-sized cars
will be co-developed with Lancia and
be based on Fiat’s Compact Wide
platform.

Olivier Francois, CEO of Lancia and
the Chrysler brand, is repositioning
Chrysler as a stylish, upscale and af-
fordable alternative to luxury brands. 

Ralph Gilles, head of Chrysler’s de-
sign team, says Chrysler-Lancia
products are being styled collabora-
tively in Detroit and Turin, Italy,
where Fiat S.p.A. is headquartered.

Subcompact car: Last November,
Joseph Veltri, Chrysler Group’s prod-
uct planning chief, showed a plan
that included a subcompact to com-
pete with rivals such as the Ford Fies-
ta and Chevrolet Aveo. The car,
which is based on a Fiat platform, is
scheduled to arrive in 2013.

PT Cruiser: Production in Toluca,
Mexico, ceased July 9.

Compact car: In May, Chrysler and
Fiat CEO Sergio Marchionne told an-
alysts that Chrysler was ahead of
schedule on new compact cars based
on a Fiat platform. Design work is 98
percent complete and has been re-
viewed by focus groups, Marchionne
said. That means Chrysler could have
a compact sedan by the end of 2011. 

The car will be based on the Com-
pact Wide front-wheel-drive plat-
form, a version of Fiat’s European
Compact architecture. Fiat widened
the architecture to adapt it to North

America and provide the engine
compartment space to handle a V-6. 

Sebring: The much-maligned Se-
bring mid-sized sedan and convert-
ible are being restyled with new
front- and rear-end treatments as
well as new interiors. The restyled car
is due in showrooms late this year as
a 2011 model.

“We have carried out significant
surgery on the architecture of those
cars and made significant improve-
ments of the interiors” of the Sebring
and its sibling, the Dodge Avenger,
Marchionne told the analysts.

The Sebring is scheduled to be the
first vehicle to get a new Fiat-engi-
neered, six-speed, dual dry-clutch
transmission, which cuts fuel con-
sumption 10 percent compared with a
traditional automatic transmission,
Fiat said. The dry clutch would be
teamed with Chrysler’s new Pentastar
V-6 engine. Chrysler has improved the
ride and handling of the Sebring and

has added insulation for a quieter ride. 
Marchionne originally said Chrysler

would drop the Sebring name. But
sources say Chrysler is reconsidering.
The company may wait for a Fiat-
based redesigned model , due in 2013. 

Chrysler’s new mid-sized sedan
will be built in Italy, according to a
Fiat plan unveiled in April. 

300: A re-engineered and restyled
version goes into production in De-
cember on Chrysler’s LX platform
and on sale in the first quarter of
2011. The car will arrive with new ex-
terior sheet metal, grille and rear
suspension. The car will be more
aerodynamic. It will have a new inte-
rior, including an information and
entertainment system with a large
touch screen. 

Together with its Dodge Charger
sibling, the re-engineered 300 will be
the first vehicle to get the new eight-
speed automatic transmission that
Chrysler is licensing from ZF Group.

With help from Lancia, Chrysler
aims to evolve as upscale brand

BRENDA PRIDDY & CO.

The hood and front fenders on the 2011 Chrysler Town & Country are taller
to meet European pedestrian safety regulations.
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